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Founding and History
ÅThe Golden Key National Honor Society was founded at 

Georgia State University in Atlanta, GA on November 29, 
1977.
ÅName was changed to the Golden Key International 

Honour Societyin 2001
ÅTop 15% sophomores, juniors, seniors & top performing 

graduate students
ÅAll major fields of study
ÅFirst chapter outside the U.S. ςUniversity of Queensland, 

Australia (1993)
ÅCanada (1997), Malaysia (1998), New Zealand (1999), 

South Africa (2000), United Arab Emirates (2005).
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Golden Key Chapters
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USA, 278

Australia, 25
Canada, 17

Malaysia, 6

New 
Zealand, 2

South 
Africa, 11

United Arab 
Emirates, 1



Golden Key Leadership

ÅGoverning/Contributing Bodies:
ÅBoard of Directors: 14 members for 3 year terms
ÅInternational Leadership Council: 5 members ςPres, VP, Sec, and 
Alumni members for 3 year terms, student member for 1 year terms
ÅCouncil of Advisors: 13 total for 3 year terms
ÅCouncil of Student Members: 8 total for 1 year terms

Å7 Values:
ÅIntegrity, Collaboration, Innovation, Respect, Diversity, Excellence, 
Engagement

ÅCEO ςJohn Mitchell
ÅRegions:
Å10 US, Canada, South Africa, Asia Pacific
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Over 30 years of celebrating achievement!

2009 International Conference



Role of the Advisor
ÅServe as liaisonbetween GK HQ and campus 
ÅMaintain regular contact with assigned GK HQ staff
ÅhǾŜǊǎŜŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ policies and 

procedures 
ÅhǾŜǊǎŜŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ DY Chapter Standards and 

Reportingrequirements
ÅEnsure strong student leadershipfor the chapter
ÅEnsure a successful annual

membership drive by providing 
the list of eligible invitees
ÅOversee chapter finances
ÅAttend GK conferences
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